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One of our Sunday school lessons involved studying the  
tabernacle of the Old Testament and its properties. A part  
of that lesson included the high priest and his garments. 

Our Sunday school teacher asked us to pick an item, do research, 
and present our findings to the class. I chose the breastplate of 
judgment. In Exodus 28, God gave Moses explicit instructions 
regarding how the breastplate should be made, who should wear 
it, and why it should be worn. God told Moses in Exodus 28:29:

And Aaron shall bear the names of the children of Israel in the 
breastplate of judgment upon his heart, when he goeth in unto the 
holy place, for a memorial before the Lord continually . . . and you 
shall put settings of stones in it, four rows of stones . . .  and the 
stones shall have the names of the sons of Israel . . .  each one with 
its own name; they shall be according to the twelve tribes.

Three things about this verse intrigued me. First of all, the 
phrase, breastplate of judgment. Secondly, the word memorial: what 
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was there about the names of the children of Israel and the breast-
plate of judgment that God wanted to remember? Thirdly, why 
did God want the high priest to wear the breastplate of judgment 
in the Holy Place? 

I was also curious about the Holy Place, where Aaron was to 
wear this breastplate of judgment; what does that have to do with 
me today? I found that the Old Testament reveals that Aaron, the 
high priest, was to enter into the Holy of Holies annually to atone 
for the sins of the people. But in the New Testament, Christ Jesus 
ushered in a new and better covenant. 

Hebrews 9 reveals to us that  . . . neither by the blood of goats 
and calves, but by his own blood he entered in once into the holy place 
having obtained eternal redemption for us. . . . That chapter went on 
to say that  . . . “Christ is not entered into the holy places made with 
hands, which are the figures of the true; but into heaven itself, now 
to appear in the presence of God for us. . . . By now I was excited! 
Christ, our High Priest, is in the presence of God (the holiest of 
holy), and He is continually bearing our names upon His heart 
before God.

My research then led me to Malachi 3:16–17 which says: “Then 
they that feared the Lord spake often one to another: and the Lord 
hearkened; and heard it, and a book of remembrance was written before 
Him for them that feared the Lord, and that thought upon His name. 
‘And they shall be mine,’ said the Lord of Hosts, ‘in that day when I 
make up my jewels.”

While reading this my heart cried out, “When You say seek 
My face, Thy face will I seek. Father, what did it mean when the 
Word said, “. . . they that feared the Lord”? And my Father in His 
gracious mercy answered me. Webster’s dictionary says fear means 
to reverence. And reverence means to have a profound and adoring 
respect for someone, to the point where you deliberately posture 
your heart to seek one’s favor and bow to one’s wishes.

When I read this, my heart almost burst from the revelation I 
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received. It gave me a glimpse of the heart of God. In this verse our 
God was sending us a love note! His heart was touched by the fact 
that there were those of His people who feared (reverenced) Him, 
gathered together, thought about Him, and spoke about Him. The 
Lord heard this, and His heart was made glad. He wanted to me-
morialize the fact that there were those who demonstrated love for 
Him, freely and without prompting. His heart spontaneously said, 
“they shall be mine . . .  in that day when I make up my jewels.” 

I believe that day God spoke of are the perilous times we live 
in now. 

I began to write the narrative of this study on September 11, 
2001. I worked the night shift at that time and had been off the 
night before. I rose early on the morning of September 11th and 
spent some time with the Lord and then sat at the computer and 
began to write. I wrote all morning until about 12:00 noon when 
my husband called and asked if I had heard the news. I didn’t know 
what was going on, because I didn’t have the television on. I was 
communing with God. 

God’s heart rang out to me in Isaiah 62:1–3: “For Zion’s sake I 
will not hold my peace, and for Jerusalem’s sake I will not rest, until the 
righteousness thereof go forth as brightness, and the salvation thereof 
as a lamp that burneth. And the Gentiles shall see thy righteousness, 
and all kings thy glory: and thou shalt be called by a new name, which 
the mouth of the Lord shall name.

“Thou shalt also be a crown of glory in the hand of the Lord, and 
a royal diadem in the hand of thy God.”

I had asked the Lord, “Father, what is a diadem?” Webster’s 
dictionary states that a diadem is a crown of royalty exemplifying 
power and dignity. 

Our Father is saying in these verses that He was not going to rest 
until the righteousness and the salvation of His people—His royal 
priesthood that exemplified His might, power and dignity—would 
burn like the brightness of a lamp for the world to see! Can you 
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hear the passion in our Master’s heart? Oh, imagine the joy that 
He felt when He noted that there were those who agreed with His 
heart, agreed that righteousness and salvation shall reign! 

God also is saying in Exodus 19:5 “. . . now therefore, if ye will 
obey my voice indeed, and keep my covenant, then ye shall be a pecu-
liar treasure unto me above all people . . .” The Scriptures also reveal 
in Zechariah 9:16: “. . . and the Lord their God shall save them in 
that day as the flock of his people: for they shall be as the stones of a 
crown, lifted up as an ensign upon his land.” Did you know that the 
archaic definition of ensign is a banner carried at the top of a pole 
and used to mark a rallying point in a battle? It has never been 
more evident that mankind is in a spiritual battle than on Septem-
ber 11, 2001. God is looking for a people who will be an ensign of 
His love, might, and power in the midst of the battle between good 
and evil. This is not a fairy tale like The Lord of the Rings. This is a 
true battle between Satan and God for control over God’s creation. 
Oh, to be like the stones of a crown in His eyes; to be lifted up as 
an ensign over His land! 

This study of the stones in the breastplate of judgment will 
reveal to us what is required to be a precious jewel in God’s eyes, 
what is required to be His royal priesthood, and a mighty soldier 
in His army. 
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CHAPTER 1

In Exodus 28 God gave explicit instructions regarding how to  
make the holy garments the high priest was to wear. The  
breastplate of judgment is part of those priestly garments. 

This chapter also reveals that the breastplate of judgment was to be 
made of four rows of stones, with three stones in each row. God gave 
explicit orders what stones were to be used; and the order in which 
they were to be placed. He stated, “. . . thou shalt set in it settings of 
stones, even four rows of stones: the first row shall be a sardius, a topaz, 
and a carbuncle . . . the second row shall be an emerald, a sapphire, 
and a diamond . . . the third row a liqure, an agate, and an amethyst 
. . . and the fourth row a beryl, and an onyx, and a jasper.” 

God is a God of order. Everything He does He does for a reason; 
and in each thing He does there’s a message for us all. Therefore, 
there’s a message hidden in this breastplate of judgment and in the 
manner in which its stones are set. 

In my endeavor to find this hidden message, my research led 
to the development of Table I.
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Some scholars of the Bible say that the names on the stones in 
the breastplate of judgment are inscribed according to the tribes 
that were listed in Numbers when Israel’s first census was taken. 
However, that listing of the tribes leaves out Levi and Joseph. This 
study is based on what was done in Exodus 39:14, when the priest’s 
clothing were actually made. That Scripture says: “And the stones 
were according to the names of the children of Israel, twelve, accord-
ing to their names, like the engravings of a signet, every one with his 
name, according to the twelve tribes.”

Therefore, this study of the stones in the breastplate of judg-
ment includes the names of all of the sons of Israel in the order 
they were born to him.

When I looked at this table as a whole, several things jumped out 
at me. The first thing that occurred to me was that each stone with 
its corresponding property, the meaning of the name of the sons of 
Israel, and the blessing the sons received from their father, contained 
a message in itself. If you look at the meaning of the names of the 
first three sons of Israel in the first row of stones; you will see the 
hidden message: Behold a son, hearing, be joined to, abide with. 

Isn’t God awesome!


