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PREFACE

O N  O C T O B E R  3 1 ,  1517, Martin Luther posted 
his ninety-fi ve thesis on the door of the Wittenberg church. 
It was one of the most memorable and signifi cant events in 
the turbulent history of Christianity. For approximately fi f-
teen hundred years, Roman Catholicism (which one historian 
commented was “neither Roman nor Catholic”) masqueraded 
as Christianity.

One of the purposes of the book you are about to read is to 
remind all true Christians everywhere that Catholicism is not a 
form of Christianity. 

Another purpose is to help bring to mind the outstanding 
and astounding consequences of Luther’s act on that day in 
October, 1517.

A third purpose of this book is in some measure to contrib-
ute to the celebration of the fi ve-hundred-year anniversary on 
October 31, 2017, of Luther’s remarkable achievement, which 
ushered in what is known as the Protestant Reformation.  
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Luther’s act was remarkable in several ways. Firstly, it forced 
the entire Catholic world to face the fact that its religious sys-
tem was in every aspect suspect when brought before the judg-
ment of biblical truth. 

Secondly, it began to bring to light that there were abso-
lutely no historical facts that would support this religious sys-
tem with its foundational dogma that Peter was the first pope. 
In other words, the Catholic system failed under the light of 
biblical truth and historical realities. 

Thirdly, when Luther posted those ninety-five statements, 
it started a political fallout that caused several leaders and, in 
fact, whole countries to begin to abandon Catholicism and 
adopt what was, and still is, called Protestantism. 

In the process of reading this book, you may find yourself 
questioning not just Catholicism but the Coptic religion and 
the Greek Orthodox religion.

 Protestantism itself has much to be held accountable for. 
The word Protestantism is an umbrella term covering many so-
called expressions of Christianity. Some of these expressions of 
Christianity are no more Christian than Catholicism. However, 
the purpose of this book is to expose Catholicism for what it is: 
the greatest heresy ever perpetrated on the face of this planet.

But what could we expect? Satan is a master deceiver. As 
the apostle Paul said, Satan can appear as an “angel of light.”

So, this book is written in the spirit of Martin Luther and 
to continue the fight for truth that he began. May the world 
recognize what he did for true Christianity on that day of Oc-
tober 31, 1517. May he be widely celebrated on October 31, 
2017, and may this book lend a hearty amen to that celebra-
tion.
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INTRODUCTION

J E S U S  C A M E  I N T O  my life in March of 1958. 
When I asked Jesus to come into my life, it was a desperate 

call. I was in the navy and had come to the understanding that 
if I died, there would be only one choice for me: going to hell. 
Heaven was out of the question. My manner of life was such 
that God could not possibly accept me into heaven. 

So, I asked Jesus to come into my life and save me. He 
answered my call. I was, as the Bible explains, “born again.” 
Th e fi rst chapter of this book is devoted to explaining how to 
become and how to know you are a Christian. 

Up to that evening in March of 1958, I had no religious 
background or experience. I was a religious vacuum. But as I 
studied the Bible and grew in the faith, I became interested 
in the history of Christianity and determined that someday I 
would give as much time as I could to reading all about the 
beginnings of the Christian faith—to fi nd my roots somewhat 
as the seeker in Alex Haley’s book, Roots. 



xvi

PETER, THE POPES, AND MARY: WHATEVER HAPPENED TO JESUS?

The last chapter of this book will be the story of how Jesus 
came into my life and where I found my roots.

When I was able to retire after forty years serving with a 
Protestant mission organization, the opportunity came to give 
the time needed to read a lot of books on the history of Chris-
tianity. 

I already knew quite a bit about the Protestant Reforma-
tion, but I didn’t know very much about what happened in 
the approximately fifteen hundred years prior to that. That is, 
I didn’t know how Christianity had developed within the his-
torical process of the Roman Catholic religious system and its 
domination up to the time of the Reformation.

Perhaps you’ve guessed by now that I would be labeled an 
evangelical. I am not, however, a Baptist, Presbyterian, Meth-
odist, Lutheran, nor am I attached to any other denomination. 
I graduated with a BA from a Baptist college but have kept my 
options open regarding churches I’ve attended.

What I want you to know is, as I read and studied the his-
tory of Christianity, it wasn’t from a particular denominational 
point-of-view. However, it was from an evangelical point-of-
view—that is, the firm conviction that the Bible is explicitly 
(without doubt or reserve) the Word of God.

Also, I had no intention of writing a book about Roman Ca-
tholicism. I was reading and studying for my own edification. 
But, as I became acquainted with the early history of Christian-
ity, I became deeply troubled by the facts of that history.

I knew something of the Roman Catholic religion before 
I started my prolonged and serious study of Christianity. As I 
studied, I discovered that the bishops of Rome (later defined 
as popes of the Roman Catholic religion) dominated the first 
approximately fifteen-hundred years in the history of Christi-
anity. This fact was a reality that demanded my attention.
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Questions kept surfacing. How and why did a religion pro-
fessing to be Christian but so obviously not Christian, gain 
such a hold on the continent of Europe and subsequently on 
Latin America? In fact, it now claims about one billion adher-
ents literally encompassing the world.

Where and how did the concept of a pope take hold in the 
minds of millions of people and their kings? How did Peter get 
brought into the mix? What about Mary? 

You might already know something of the suspect dogmas: 
Mass, indulgences, purgatory, treasury of merit, prayers to dead 
saints, penance, crusades, relics, celibacy, papal tradition equal-
ing or exceeding Scripture in authority, and the sacramental 
system of religion.

I knew a little about some of these dogmas (teachings that 
one is obligated as a Catholic to believe), but what really inter-
ested me was how these teachings came into being. What were 
the social, religious, political, economic, and other forces that 
drove millions of people to buy into such heresies?

Webster’s defines heresy as, “an opinion, doctrine, or prac-
tice contrary to the truth or to generally accepted beliefs or 
standards.” Interestingly, Webster’s includes in the definition 
this statement: “denial of a revealed truth by a baptized mem-
ber of the Roman Catholic Church.” 

It is true that the word heresy came into common use dur-
ing the early years of Christianity, and it was adopted by the 
popes to excommunicate those who denied what they were 
teaching. It’s almost amusing, if it wasn’t so tragic, that the 
popes labeled teachings that contradicted their teachings as 
heresy, while they themselves became teachers of the greatest 
heresies ever propagated.

Now, I’ve just made a serious charge. I am stating that many 
of the dogmas of the Roman Catholic religion are heresies. My 
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definition of heresy is beliefs and teachings that directly contra-
dict what is taught in the Bible.

The Bible is the genuine Christian’s standard of all beliefs 
and practices. I will be unraveling some of the dogmas of the 
Roman Catholic religion and showing these teachings do not 
adhere to, and in fact are contrary to, biblical statements and 
principles. 

In the world of deconstruction, the powerful technique 
called implosion is used to bring down massive buildings in 
seconds. Experts find the exact places in the structure of a 
building— the load bearing points, the critical structural con-
nections—and place explosives at these points. When the ex-
plosives are detonated, the building collapses. 

My intent is to place scriptural truths at some of the most 
critical structural connections of the Roman Catholic religious 
system. It is my belief that powerful biblical truths will act, 
metaphorically, as explosive agents, demolishing the heretical 
dogmas of this religious system.

The “Seven Pillars of Rome” as they are called on the title 
page of this book are, in my judgment: Peter, the popes, Mary, 
tradition, water baptism, Mass and the Eucharist, and purga-
tory. It is these seven dogmas that function as the fundamental 
religious structure supporting the entire system. 

Consequently, in all but two of the chapters, as you will see 
in the table of contents, we will explore and demolish each of 
these pillars. Texts will be cited from Catholic documents and 
other historical resources so the reader can see the underlying 
rationale Catholic leaders use to support these seven pillars. 
The Bible will be amply cited to show clear and contradictory 
evidence bringing down every one of these seven pillars.

“The weapons we fight with are not the weapons of the 
world. On the contrary, they have divine power to demolish 
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strongholds. We demolish arguments and every pretension that 
sets itself up against the knowledge of God” (2 Cor. 10:4–5). 

I don’t know if many Roman Catholics will read this book, 
but if you are a Roman Catholic, I want to make the following 
clear: you may be a Roman Catholic and a genuine born-again 
Christian. It is not for me to say who is a Christian and who 
is not. However, if you are a Roman Catholic, it might be well 
for you to examine what you believe, or claim to believe, as a 
member of the Roman Catholic religion. Reading this book 
will help you with just that. The apostle Paul wrote: “Exam-
ine yourselves to see whether you are in the faith; test your-
selves. Do you not realize that Christ Jesus is in you—unless, 
of course, you fail the test?” (2 Cor. 13:5).

Is Christ Jesus in you? That’s the test question. What is 
your answer? I hope it is, “Yes.” 

You may have been a Catholic and now have found Jesus 
in a real and satisfying way as Lord and Savior. But, you may 
also have found that you carry some of the Catholic religious 
baggage in your soul and spirit. You will find in this book that 
many Jews who came to know Jesus in a personal way had 
trouble shedding Judaism. Some of them never did. Peter had 
that problem. At least at one time in his life, Peter was seriously 
hindered in his growth in the Lord by his religious baggage. 
You will read about it in chapter 2.

So, may God use the teachings in this book to help you 
to let go, to not doubt that Catholicism is a deadly religious 
disease, and that you were fortunate by the grace of God to be 
free of it, or maybe not free, yet. “[But] if the Son sets you free, 
you will be free indeed” (John 8:36).

You may be what many call a seeker. Perhaps you’ve real-
ized that you need God in your life. Perhaps you’ve been at-
tending different churches or have explored different religions. 
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Maybe you’ve been interested in Roman Catholicism. If you 
are a seeker, be sure to read chapter 1 thoroughly.

Maybe you are like me. You’ve been a Christian for years 
and have some knowledge of Roman Catholicism but never 
understood how it was so different from what you believe. 
Maybe, too, you considered Roman Catholicism just another 
form of Christianity, a schism and not a heresy. 

In the original meaning of schism, the concept of discord 
or disharmony was the central idea. The word did not carry the 
same weight as the word heresy. There could be schism, but the 
possibility of substantial agreement was there, and thus reli-
gious fellowship was still possible.

For example, in today’s religious world, Roman Catho-
lic leaders will allow their members to attend some Lutheran 
churches if there is no Roman Catholic Church available in 
that person’s area.

No matter if you are a seeker, a Roman Catholic, an ex-
Roman Catholic, or a reflective but uninformed Christian, by 
reading this book, you will be able to demolish this religious 
stronghold called Roman Catholicism. You will, in the process, 
find out how to become a Christian, and you will, through this 
knowledge, discover the biblical characteristics of a genuine 
Christian.

I trust, too, that you will discover the reasons why New 
Testament Christianity cannot be equated with Roman Ca-
tholicism. In terms of the New Testament, Christianity and 
the Roman Catholic religious system are worlds apart.

This is not a book about people. You will not find in-depth 
discussions about the men who claimed to be popes—the Vic-
ars of Christ—and some of the very bad things they did. It is 
a book about the Catholic religious system as it conflicts with 
the Word of God, the Bible, and particularly how it conflicts 
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with the New Testament. If you know the Old Testament, you 
will also notice how the Catholic system brought back into 
Christianity several Judaistic features such as priests, sacrifices, 
and, in general, a feeling of a law-based religion. 

There will be no discussion of the wedding of secular pow-
ers with Roman Catholicism. Almost all of the historians I read 
pointed out that without the secular powers of Europe sup-
porting, by their military power, the popes and their religious 
system, Catholicism would have never gained and held the 
power that it did. 

And the reverse is also true that many secular leaders real-
ized that without the support of the popes and their emissaries, 
they would not have been able to stay in power. It was a con-
stant struggle, but for many years, Catholicism virtually ruled 
in many European and Latin American nations.

Interestingly enough, both Luther and Calvin, leaders in 
the Protestant Reformation, tried to wed Christianity to secu-
lar powers. Even to this day in Germany, the State financially 
supports Lutheran and Catholic churches. In England, the tie 
between church and state still exists as the Queen of England is 
the titular head of Anglicanism. 

The Bible is the source of truth about God and his will and 
his plan of salvation. The Scriptures are quoted extensively in 
this book because, as Paul said, the Scriptures “have the divine 
power to demolish strongholds” (2 Cor. 10:4–5). 

As you read God’s Word quoted in this book, pray as the 
psalmist David did to, “Open my eyes that I may see wonder-
ful things in your law” (Ps. 119:18).

Now, one last word as to why I decided to write this book. 
As I read, studied, and learned what you are going to read in 
the coming chapters, I also became aware of a disturbing fact.
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I have been a Christian for fifty-eight years. I’ve attended 
a lot of different churches and been in many Sunday school 
classes, in some of which I was the teacher. The disturbing fact 
is that in those fifty-eight years, I could not remember ever 
hearing any Christian pastor or Sunday school teacher say any-
thing about what you are going to read in this book.

The Catholic religious system was never presented. There 
were many lessons about the details of the Jehovah’s Witnesses, 
the Mormons, and other prominent cults. But, Catholicism, 
for some reason, seemed to be given a pass.

I wondered if a lot of believers in Christ considered Ca-
tholicism just another form of genuine Christianity. In fact, 
I think that possibility is actually true. And what about all of 
those pastors and Sunday school teachers who never taught the 
truth about Catholicism.

Has there been, in fact, a kind of political correctness resi-
dent among us Christians in that we won’t speak out about the 
Catholic heresy? Why have we given Catholicism a pass? 

The reality that no one was speaking out and explaining 
this giant heretical religion masquerading as Christianity was 
what moved me to write this book. I felt and feel today that 
Satan has pulled one over on us. He has pulled one over on 
virtually the whole world for at least fifteen-hundred years.

Some Catholics who read this book might be offended and 
deeply hurt by what I’ve written. But, remember these words 
from the book of Proverbs: “Better is open rebuke than hidden 
love. Wounds from a friend can be trusted, but an enemy mul-
tiplies kisses” (Prov. 27:5–6).

I have a number of Catholic friends. I also recognize that 
there may be Baptists, Presbyterians, Lutherans, and others 
who may read this book and find that they themselves are not 
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experiencing what has been described above as the true nature 
of Christianity. 

If anyone is wounded by what follows in this book, please 
understand that I am writing as a friend. 

May God bless this book in a way that it will help expose 
Catholicism for what it is and open the eyes of millions and 
lead them to the one and only Savior of the world: Jesus the 
Christ, the Son of the Living God. 
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T H I S  B O O K  B E G I N S  with this chapter—Becoming 
a Christian—for the purpose of establishing a kind of base line, 
or defi nition, or description of how one becomes a Christian. 

Some readers may refer back to this chapter should it be 
necessary to become clear on how a person becomes a Chris-
tian. Although I’ve tried to make this clear at various places in 
the chapters that follow, chapter 1 starts the book, so that there 
will always be this place to come to should an unhindered pre-
sentation of the gospel be necessary.

According to Catholicism, the Roman Catholic Church 
is set forth as the means of acquiring salvation. It is set forth 
as the means of maintaining salvation, and it is set forth as 
the means of gaining heaven when the believer dies. You prob-
ably also know that something called purgatory stands between 
the believer and actually arriving in heaven. But Catholicism 
has the believer’s back on that too. Th ere is an imagined way 

C H A P T E R  1 

BECOMING A CHRISTIAN
ESTABLISHING A BASE LINE
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through and out of purgatory if the Roman Catholic believer 
acquires, shall we say, the right resources. More of that later.

Effectively, then, Jesus and the Holy Spirit are not essen-
tial to achieve salvation. The Roman Catholic church claims 
to have, and more than that, to be the means of salvation. This 
religious scheme couldn’t be further from the truth that is pre-
sented to us in the Scriptures. 

The Scriptures present Jesus and the Holy Spirit to us as 
the only means of salvation. Jesus himself said, “I am the way 
and the truth and the life. No one comes to the Father except 
through me” (John 14:6).

Is baptism into the Roman Catholic Church a substitute 
for Jesus—a proxy for Jesus? That is, can a person “come to the 
Father” by water baptism (particularly water baptism applied 
by a priest of the Roman Catholic Church)? What did Jesus 
say? The answer is obvious. Jesus said, “No one comes to the 
Father except through me.”

Is baptism into the Roman Catholic Church a proxy for 
the baptism of the Holy Spirit? Regarding the Holy Spirit and 
baptism, here are the words of the apostle Paul: “The body is 
a unit, though it is made up of many parts; and though all its 
parts are many, they form one body. So it is with Christ. For we 
were all baptized by one Spirit into one body—whether Jews or 
Greeks, slave or free—and we were all given the one Spirit to 
drink” (1 Cor. 12:12–13).

The baptism of the Holy Spirit is not water baptism and 
has no part with water baptism, no matter who is doing the 
water baptism or in what manner it is done. 

By the way, the NIV translation of the Bible I quote from 
essentially carries the same meaning as in any Roman Catho-
lic sponsored Bible translation. I would like to say also that I 
firmly believe we cannot go wrong when we interpret Scripture 
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while following this principle: When the words of Scripture 
make plain sense, seek no other sense. 

Now, in the above passage when Jesus said, “through me,” 
what did he mean? How would a person come through Jesus? 
Is there a specific way to do this? 

In John’s gospel, this statement is made: “He [Jesus] was in 
the world, and though the world was made through him, the 
world did not recognize him. He came to that which was his 
own, but his own did not receive him. Yet to all who received 
him, to those who believed in his name, he gave the right to be-
come children of God—children born not of natural descent, 
nor of human decision or a husband’s will, but born of God” 
(John 1:10–13).

This Scripture says, “Yet to all who received him.” How 
does a person receive Jesus? As a simple analogy, imagine it is 
your birthday: a friend comes to you with a birthday present, 
holds a nicely wrapped gift out to you, and says, “Here, I have 
a gift for you.”

But you don’t have the gift, yet. Why not? Because you 
haven’t taken it. Until you receive—take the gift—it is not 
yours. Your friend can hold it out to you all day, but until you 
take the gift, it isn’t yours. This is what it means to receive, to 
believe in Jesus. When a person actually asks Jesus to come into 
his life—accepts Jesus as his Savior—that person has become 
a Christian. In the context of salvation, it is Jesus who is being 
received as a gift.

As it says in John 1:13, the person who receives Jesus is 
“born of God.” In John 3:3, Jesus said to a Jewish religious 
leader, “I tell you the truth, no one can see the kingdom of God 
unless he is born again.” 

So, when a person receives the gift of Jesus as his Savior, he 
is born again.



28

PETER, THE POPES, AND MARY: WHATEVER HAPPENED TO JESUS?

Receiving Jesus has consequences—wonderful conse-
quences. In John, chapter 3, Jesus went on to answer a Jewish 
religious leader’s perplexing question. We will follow the story 
as it is told in John’s gospel. The Jewish leader asks: “‘How can 
a man be born when he is old?’ [This Nicodemus was an older 
Jewish leader. Nicodemus goes on to say,] ‘Surely he cannot 
enter a second time into his mother’s womb to be born!’ Jesus 
answered, ‘I tell you the truth, no one can enter the kingdom 
of God unless he is born of water and the Spirit. Flesh gives 
birth to flesh [being born of water: human birth], but the Spirit 
gives birth to spirit. You should not be surprised at my saying, 
‘You must be born again’” (John 3:4–7).

You might have noticed as you read through this scriptural 
sequence that when Jesus talked about being born again, he 
specified it was a spiritual rebirth. He said, “the Spirit gives 
birth to spirit.” Note the first Spirit is capitalized and the sec-
ond spirit is in the lower case. The born-again process is ini-
tiated and completed by the Holy Spirit in the spirit of the 
individual. 

The apostle Paul said it a little differently. “Therefore, if 
anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; the old has gone, the 
new has come!” (2 Cor. 5:17).

If you are born again you are a “new creation.” Do you see 
and understand the beauty of what God has done by his Son 
and through his Holy Spirit? The role of the Holy Spirit in 
being born again (in becoming a new creation) is a wonderful 
aspect of the salvation process. It’s important to understand 
how the Holy Spirit actually makes real and effectual in the 
individual what Jesus accomplished when he died on the cross 
and when he rose again from the dead and later ascended into 
heaven to be at the right hand of the Father.
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It’s also important for you to understand that there has 
been no mention of any other agent (or agency) involved in 
the process of salvation. Specifically, there is no human agent 
or agency involved. That is, to be clear, the Roman Catholic 
religious system (the sacramental system) has no part in salva-
tion. I will be more specific in later chapters.

Right now, I want to emphasize the role of the Holy Spirit. 
You might remember that when John the Baptist was engaged 
in his ministry of water baptism, the Jewish crowd was per-
plexed about who John was. Some thought he might be the 
Christ (the Jewish Messiah, or Savior, who had been proph-
esied). In the following quote, observe the shift from water 
baptism to the baptism of the Holy Spirit. “The people were 
waiting expectantly and were all wondering in their hearts if 
John might possibly be the Christ. John answered them all, 
‘I baptize you with water. But one more powerful than I will 
come, the thongs of whose sandals I am not worthy to untie. 
He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and with fire’” (Luke 
3:15–16).

Peter said in a later incident: “As I began to speak, the Holy 
Spirit came on them as he had come on us at the beginning. 
Then I remembered what the Lord had said: ‘John baptized 
with water, but you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit’” 
(Acts 11:15–16).

Following is a lengthy quote from the book of Romans that 
will enable us to understand just what it means to be baptized 
with the Holy Spirit. Again, please note the operation of salva-
tion is begun and completed by the work of Jesus and the Holy 
Spirit. For emphasis the word Spirit is italicized in the quote. 
Capitalization of the word Spirit is in the original text.

Therefore, there is now no condemnation for those who are 
in Christ Jesus, because through Christ Jesus the law of the 
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Spirit of life set me free from the law of sin and death. For 
what the law [by inference, any religious laws propagated by 
any religion or religious system] was powerless to do in that 
it was weakened by the sinful nature, God did by sending 
his own Son in the likeness of sinful man to be a sin offering. 
And so he condemned sin in sinful man, in order that the 
righteous requirements of the law might be fully met in us, 
who do not live according to the sinful nature but according 
to the Spirit. Those who live according to the sinful nature 
have their minds set on what that nature desires, but those 
who live in accordance with the Spirit have their minds set 
on what the Spirit desires. The mind of sinful man is death, 
but the mind controlled by the Spirit is life and peace; the 
sinful mind is hostile to God. It does not submit to God’s 
law, nor can it do so. Those controlled by the sinful nature 
cannot please God. You, however, are controlled not by the 
sinful nature but by the Spirit, if the Spirit of God lives in 
you. And if anyone does not have the Spirit of Christ, he 
does not belong to Christ. But if Christ is in you, your body 
is dead because of sin, yet your spirit is alive because of righ-
teousness. And if the Spirit of him who raised Jesus from the 
dead is living in you, he who raised Christ from the dead 
will also give life to your mortal bodies through his Spirit, 
who lives in you (Rom. 8:1–11).

It is of critical importance to understand that the process 
of salvation is the work of God the Father, by the Son, through 
the agency of the Holy Spirit. No doubt you have observed, 
through the Scriptures quoted, that there is absolutely no men-
tion of any human agency or material (natural) elements like 
water baptism involved. In fact, the Scriptures make it point-
edly clear that water baptism had no spiritual power. Remem-
ber, Peter himself said he was told by the Lord Jesus that they 
would be baptized by the Holy Spirit. 
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And as we just read in the quote from Romans, being bap-
tized by the Holy Spirit is an absolute necessity. As the apostle 
Paul said, “If anyone does not have the Spirit of Christ, he does 
not belong to Christ.”

In another one of Paul’s letters, he presents the process of 
salvation in such a beautiful and compact way that it is impos-
sible to misunderstand the meaning and the implications of 
his words. “For it is by grace you have been saved, through 
faith—and this not from yourselves, it is the gift of God—not 
by works, so that no one can boast. For we are God’s work-
manship, created in Christ Jesus to do good works, which God 
prepared in advance for us to do” (Eph. 2:8–10).

Bible scholars have always defined grace in these terms: “the 
unmerited favor and blessing of God.” In this passage in Paul’s 
letter to Ephesus, Paul establishes the fact that grace and faith 
are the gift of God. Gifts are not, by nature, earned. Gifts are 
just that, gifts. Paul further makes this clear by saying these 
three things:

1. This (grace and faith) is not from yourselves. There is 
nothing within yourself (no religious yearnings or in-
tentions) that God acknowledges as making you some-
how deserving of grace and faith.

2. The gift of grace and faith are, “not by works.” None 
of your religious actions—good deeds—or baptism by 
a Roman Catholic leader are acknowledged by God as 
making you deserving of his gifts of grace and faith.

3. “So that no one can boast” makes it clear no one will be 
able to say to God, or to anyone else, “Look at me. See 
how good I am. See all the good works I’ve done. I’m 
good enough to enter into heaven. I was baptized by a 
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Roman Catholic priest.” You could be baptized by the 
Pope, and it wouldn’t do you any good.

Those three statements make it extremely clear you cannot 
work yourself into heaven through any of your religious good 
deeds, or by getting baptized by water, or giving money to the 
church (or to any other agency), or by any other act that makes 
you think you are a good person and have followed all the reli-
gious rules of your particular religion, no matter what religion 
you might follow. 

In Luke 18:19, Jesus himself asked, “Why do you call me 
good?” Jesus answered his own question by saying, “No one is 
good—except God alone.” 

Paul the apostle wrote (my italics for emphasis): “As it is 
written: ‘There is no one righteous, not even one: there is no one 
who understands, no one who seeks God. All have turned away, 
they have together become worthless; there is no one who does 
good, not even one’” (Rom. 3:10–12).

Are you convinced that you cannot come to God because 
of your own religious desires or any outward works such as wa-
ter baptism? Perhaps you are a tireless worker in your church. 
Maybe you’ve even seen marvelous things happen in other 
people’s lives through your religious works. Read in the fol-
lowing what Jesus said about self-righteousness. He introduces 
this text by saying in verse 15 of Matthew, chapter 7, “Watch 
out for false prophets. They come to you in sheep’s clothing, 
but inwardly they are ferocious wolves.” “Not everyone who 
says to me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ will enter the kingdom of heaven, but 
only he who does the will of my Father who is in heaven. Many 
will say to me on that day, ‘Lord, Lord, did we not prophesy in 
your name, and in your name drive out demons and perform 
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many miracles?’ Then I will tell them plainly, ‘I never knew 
you. Away from me, you evildoers!’” (Matt. 7:21–23).

You can see we are helpless and hopeless without these gifts 
from God. How do the gifts of grace and faith come to us? 
Remember John 1:12? “Yet to all who received him, to those 
who believed in his name, he gave the right to become children 
of God—children born not of natural descent, nor of human 
decision, or a husband’s will, but born of God.” 

As Paul says in verse 10 of Ephesians, chapter 2, “For we 
[those who receive Jesus by grace, through faith] are God’s 
workmanship, created in Christ Jesus to do good works, which 
God prepared in advance for us to do.” 

Observe in this passage, that the good works that come 
as a result of this new creation, in fact are only possible if we 
are “created in Christ Jesus.” It’s important to realize that be-
ing created in Christ Jesus is a work of God: God’s workman-
ship. The Greek word for workmanship is the word poema from 
which we English speakers get the word poem or poetry. 

Now isn’t that a wonderful way to express God’s workman-
ship? Each believer in Jesus Christ is a creative, individual work 
of poetry—a work of art, if you will—and the creator of this 
work is God himself. 

If the process of salvation is God’s work, what is the role of 
the church—God’s people—in this process? Well, it is simply 
to preach this good news—this gospel. And, of course, as God’s 
people group together in local congregations or even in large 
networks like denominations, they have the responsibility to 
build up and nurture one another in the faith.

We become Christians only by receiving Jesus as our Savior. 
When we receive Jesus, we are born again through the agency of 
the Holy Spirit; we are baptized in the Spirit. We are a new cre-
ation, the workmanship of God. And being the workmanship 
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of God, we are now able to do good works, which God always 
intended for us to do, but which we could not do until we were 
created anew in Christ Jesus.

There is no other way to become a Christian and to do the 
works of God.

The apostle Paul summed it all up with this one, succinct, 
masterful statement: “Christ in you, the hope of glory” (Col. 
1:27).

The rest of this book is about demolishing the stronghold 
of the Roman Catholic religion. As the title of this book indi-
cates, we will begin with Peter as he is the foundational pillar 
of the entire Catholic system. 

Peter is so important to the supposed authority of the 
leaders of Catholicism, particularly of the popes, bishops, and 
priests, that we must begin with him. 

In fact, Peter is so significant in the whole scheme of Ca-
tholicism, I felt it necessary to devote three chapters just to his 
history as revealed to us in the Bible. By the way, there is no 
other reliable source but the Bible from which to gain a true 
understanding of Peter’s role in the founding of Christianity.

The following three chapters will bring to light, using the 
Bible as the historical basis for Peter’s life and ministry, that 
Peter had no superior status among the other apostles. These 
chapters will also bring to light that Peter was not the “Rock” 
upon which Jesus would build his church, and Peter did not 
solely possess the “keys” of the kingdom of God.

The imploding and demolition of the Catholic religious 
system now begins.


