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Now the serpent was more crafty than any of the 
wild animals the Lord God had made. He said to 
the woman, “Did God really say, ‘You must not eat 
from any tree in the Garden’?”

The woman said to the serpent, “We may eat fruit 
from the trees in the garden, but God did say, ‘You 
must not eat fruit from the tree that is in the middle 
of the garden, and you must not touch it, or you 
will die.’”

“You will not surely die,” the serpent said to the 
woman. “For God knows that when you eat of it 
your eyes will be opened, and you will be like God, 
knowing good and evil” (Genesis 3:1–5).
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Preface

F or ten years (1963 to 1973), I was a member of  
a cult called the Gurdjieff Foundation. They 

taught and practiced a mixture of Hinduism, Bud-
dhism, Sufism, Theosophy, Gnosticism, and what 
they called “esoteric Christianity.” Prior to that, I 
had been involved in transcendentalism, Christian 
Science, Rosicrucianism, astrology, numerology, 
the use of a Ouija board, and a variety of New Age-
type activities—before anybody had even heard of 
the New Age Movement. I had out-of-body experi-
ences, “past life” visions, “cosmic” vibrations, and 
moments of extra-sensory perception—all of which 
were spiritual dead-ends.

I even tried “Christianity”—a deeply disappoint-
ing experience in a very liberal, humanistic church 
which spent more time talking about current trends 
in psychology and the poetry of T.S. Eliot than about 
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the Bible. When I asked about spiritual matters, such 
as how Jesus’ death on the cross could pay for my 
sins, they looked at me as though I were weird. So 
I gave up on “Christianity” because it obviously (it 
seemed) didn’t have what I was looking for. 

When I finally did come to the Lord, through 
a series of miraculous interventions, it was at the 
height of the “Charismatic Renewal,” in which I 
was given direct experience of the power of the 
Holy Spirit (something I had never heard of before). 
And my life and my self were radically changed for 
the better. 

Shortly thereafter and totally unexpectedly, I got 
a teaching job at a Bible college which was in reality 
a “Christian” cult. It was founded by a woman who 
controlled everything and everyone in her church/
college and who was worshipped more than Jesus 
by her followers. 

Later, I attended a charismatic church with many 
cult-like characteristics, such as a leader who was 
accountable to nobody, had a direct pipeline to God, 
considered himself an “apostle” and “the anointed of 
the Lord,” and demanded absolute loyalty from his 
“followers.” I also attended a fellowship which was 
part of the Word of Faith Movement, also known 
as the Name-It-and-Claim-It or Positive Confession 
school. They believed that no Christian should ever 
suffer or have adversity and, if you did, it was be-
cause your faith was not strong enough, there was 
sin in your life, or your “confession” was wrong. 



Preface 19

I am now a member of a solid, biblically based 
evangelical church which is steadily and respon-
sibly seeking the power and guidance of the Holy 
Spirit.

In the following chapters, I will go into more 
detail about many of these things as they pertain to 
spiritual deception and discernment.

Why did God allow me to experience all these 
ungodly things—eastern religions, false doctrines, 
cults, occultism, New Age philosophy, etc.? For two 
reasons, I believe: (1) I was searching on my own, 
according to my self-will, for meaning and purpose 
and I needed to come to the end of myself and my 
own ideas about truth, and (2) God, for reasons I 
do not understand, wanted to use me to help warn 
His church about the dangers of demonic deception 
and Satan’s strategies for luring Christians away 
from their faith and into apostasy. In other words, 
all this spiritual wandering along wrong paths was 
for a purpose. God used these experiences with the 
deceitful ways of Satan to prepare me so I could tell 
the body of Christ about the reality of such things 
and what to do about them. 

In addition, I believe God has enabled me to 
acquire specialized knowledge and skills for this 
task—gained during my career as a teacher of Eng-
lish literature, language, and composition. I believe 
this background has enabled me to recognize and 
point out Satan’s deceptive use of language—espe-
cially in the areas of semantics and logical reason-
ing. These are, I believe, the primary weapons in 
his campaign to confuse, divide, and lead astray the 
church. 
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He also prepared me to help counteract a grow-
ing divisiveness within the church. By polarizing 
Christians over “charismatic Christianity,” Satan is, 
I believe, successfully splitting large segments of the 
church between charismatics and non-charismatics. 
By deceiving many non-charismatic evangelicals 
into rejecting—as of the devil—everything associ-
ated with the charismatic movement (such as the 
supernatural gifts of the Spirit), Satan is robbing the 
church of much of its potential power at the very 
time when it needs it most. In other words, he is 
causing them to throw out the baby with the bathwater, 
not discerning the difference between genuine mani-
festations of Holy Spirit power and counterfeit ones. 
And, by convincing a large number of charismatic 
Christians to accept any kind of bizarre, self-indul-
gent, and unscriptural manifestation of the “Spirit” 
as from God, Satan is effectively injecting his own 
perverted brand of supernaturalism and spiritual 
deception into the church. In other words, he is 
causing them to swallow everything whole, without 
discerning what is truly of God and what is not.

This book, then, is the result of a lifetime of 
preparation, mostly without my being aware of it. 
Its basic thesis is that most Christians (both those 
who are new and those who are more mature in the 
faith) are largely naive and uninformed regarding 
how Satan operates in his campaign to draw them 
away from God, the Bible, and true faith; that they 
need discernment to be able to recognize how Satan 
is infiltrating the church for these purposes; and 
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that they need to know how to defend themselves 
against such deception. 

But most importantly, they need to know the 
fullness we have in Christ, that we don’t need any of 
the “helps” Satan offers in such appealing and seem-
ingly innocent forms—such as “angelic” guides, self-
enhancing meditation and psychological teachings, 
“creative” visualization, “new” extra-biblical revela-
tion, and special mental techniques for developing 
spiritual power. In essence, what the church needs 
to know—and practice—is that the Father, the Son, 
the Holy Spirit, and the Bible are truly sufficient for 
all our spiritual needs.

The ideas and conclusions presented in the fol-
lowing pages are based not only on my personal 
experience but also on many years of Bible study, 
research, and prayer. A number of them are contro-
versial. I know there will be those who disagree with 
at least some of what I have written. (My wife tells 
me that I have included so many red flags that there 
is bound to be something to offend everybody!) All 
I ask is that you consider what is said and take it for 
what it is worth (or, as my friend Walt would say, 
read it the way you eat fried chicken: chew the meat 
and spit out the bones). The Lord didn’t say we had 
to agree on everything. But He did say we must love 
one another—unconditionally. I have written this 
book because I love you—as my fellow Christian 
and member of the body of Christ—because I want 
what is best for you, and because I believe the Lord 
has directed me to do so.
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For reasons only He understands, I believe 
God has brought me to the place where I can, in 
some measure, help the church understand and 
apply the principles of spiritual discernment. That 
is the purpose of this book, and it is my prayer for 
all who read it. 
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Author’s Note

I n this book, many specific examples of false teach- 
ings are given to illustrate Satan’s strategies and 

techniques of deception. This has been done partly 
as a warning to help Christians avoid the harmful 
influence of such teachings. Therefore, many of the 
particular teachers involved have been identified by 
name. However, this does not mean that the entire 
ministries of these teachers are being condemned or 
considered invalid. I believe all of them have ben-
eficial aspects which are scripturally sound. Their 
redeeming qualities and spiritual fruitfulness should 
not be overlooked. People are helped through all of 
them and saved, healed, delivered, and/or discipled 
through many of them. Thus, although the focus of 
this book is on false teachings and their dangers, the 
baby should not be thrown out with the bathwater.
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Also, in this book, I have given many examples 
from my own personal knowledge of spiritual de-
ception and faulty discernment. I have done this, 
not to set myself up as a judge over others. (Indeed, 
many of the examples involve my own undiscerning 
vulnerability.) But I have included them because 
the Lord has enabled me, I believe, to observe and 
identify them in order to show very clearly how real 
people—like you and me—can be deluded by real 
demonic deception.



29

A TrAgic Delusion

There was an eerie quietness in the isolated com-
pound. Even the jungle birds and other tree dwellers 
were subdued. By all appearances, it was a typical 
October day in equatorial South America—hot, 
humid, listless. 

Nearly a thousand searching, deluded souls had 
gathered, crowding the vegetable gardens and central 
pavilion. All felt a nervous excitement—and kept a 
taut control. Mothers, fathers, children, grandpar-
ents, and single adults stood obediently in line—as 
they had been trained to do. Each was given a sty-
rofoam cup half-filled with strawberry Kool-Aid and 
laced with cyanide.

On this bright, sunny afternoon in 1978, sur-
rounded by lush tropical beauty, nine hundred 

INTRODUCTION

The Threat of Spiritual 
Deception
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and fourteen “Christian” followers of Jim Jones 
committed suicide in Guyana. According to Walter 
Martin, who is perhaps the foremost authority on 
cults and spiritual deception in our time, the Jon-
estown massacre was a “tragedy of cultic deception 
and murder . . . traced unerringly to the New Age 
doctrines of man’s divinity and the relativistic world 
view of the New Age Cult.”1 

How could, Jones, at one time an apparently ded-
icated, fundamentally sound minister of the gospel 
in the Methodist church and later in the Disciples of 
Christ denomination, have become so confused and 
deviant in his doctrine and practice? To understand 
how this could have happened, we need to go back 
to the early influence of a man whom Jones admired 
and imitated: George Baker, more commonly known 
as Father Divine.

Baker, the son of a former slave, declared himself 
to be God and “believed quite literally in 1 Corinthi-
ans 3:16, which refers to believers as the ‘temple of 
God’; so he reasoned that since God dwelt in him, 
he was God and entitled to divine authority. Baker 
became known as ‘the messenger,’ bearing the ex-
alted title ‘God and the Sonship Degree.’”2

Baker’s reasoning illustrates the kind of faulty 
logic and semantic leaps involved in the misuse of 
scripture that characterize the thinking of people 
who are deluded by deceiving spirits. In this case, 
Baker failed to make a distinction between being in-
dwelt by God and being God. In terms of formal logic, 
this is a non sequitur, a phrase meaning “it does not 
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follow because there is no logical connection.” Here, 
it is equating two completely different things simply 
because they happen to share a common element, 
the word “God.” It is the logical equivalent of saying: 
This glass is filled with water; therefore, this glass is 
water. In semantic terms, this is also an example of 
redefinition (“indwelt” = “being”).

Baker also believed that he was the reincarnation 
of Jesus Christ, “the Holy Ghost personified,” and 
God the Father, all rolled into one. His mission, he 
said, was to free people from the effects of racial 
prejudice and from “living in poverty, debauchery, 
lacks, wants and limitations.”3 

Baker pursued these goals with notable success 
in his “Peace Mission Movement,” which Jones 
greatly admired, with good reason, because of its 
positive humanitarian effects. At the same time, 
unfortunately, Baker set forth this unbiblical and 
obviously demonically inspired goal: to “lift human-
ity from all superstition and cause them to forget all 
about the imaginary God I am now eradicating and 
dispelling from the consciousness of the people.” 
The “imaginary God” he was referring to was the 
one, true God of the Bible.4 

In these statements, Baker not only espouses 
the unscriptural doctrine of reincarnation but also 
directly attacks the God of the Bible and sets himself 
up as God, committing the ultimate sin of pride—to 
attempt to “be like God,” which caused Satan to be 
expelled from heaven and Adam and Eve to fall from 
innocence in the Garden of Eden (Genesis 3:5).
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The sources of Baker’s teachings were found 
in the Unity School of Christianity, a pre-New Age 
mind-sciences cult which “was heavily influenced 
by Hinduism and Theosophy [a mystical religious/
philosophical system combining elements from spir-
itism and eastern religions], teaching the New Age 
concept that man is essentially deity and needs only 
to recognize that fact in order to be freed from the 
limitations of this existence. ‘Father Divine’ believed 
and taught the same thing, combining this with a 
genuine effort to feed, clothe, and shelter people 
during the Great Depression of the 1930s.”5

Jones was not only greatly influenced by Baker’s 
ideas and example, but he was also strongly attracted 
by the communal lifestyle of the movement, taking 
bus loads of his people to observe it in action.6 

Thereafter, Jones copied the methods he had 
observed:

Eyewitness accounts tell of how Jones would be-
gin by quoting from the Bible in his hand. Later, 
as he shifted emphasis from the Bible to himself 
as the messenger of God, he would throw the 
Bible on the ground and kick it because he 
considered his authority as the representative 
of deity to be superior to the written Word of 
God. . . . Jones would use pseudo-Pentecostal 
fervor, expressions, and illustrations to inflame 
his audience until . . . he became God’s substi-
tute to them.7

Jones, like Baker, then, under the influence of 
false doctrines and satanic deception, set himself up 



The Threat of Spiritual Deception 33

as an authority higher than the Word of God and, 
in his delusion of godhood, led his equally deluded 
followers into mass suicide.

The rooT of spiriTuAl DecepTion—The 
serpenT’s lie

This desire to be like God (or to be one’s own 
god) was the original sin of Satan and of Adam and 
Eve. When Satan led the rebellion against God in 
heaven, he said, “I will make myself like the Most 
High” (Isaiah 14:14). And when he tempted Eve, he 
said, “. . . you will be like God” (Genesis:3:5). This 
same sin of spiritual pride—to exalt oneself to the 
level of deity—is at the root of all spiritual deception 
and rebellion against God.

Jones was not an isolated case—although he was 
a highly visible and dramatic one. Much less obvi-
ously, this same deception is present in the church 
today, taking on a wide variety of subtle forms, but 
in essence boiling down to “doing your own thing” 
spiritually. In every case, these are self-directed 
activities which are contrary to God’s Word and 
are, in fact, substitutes for reliance on God as the 
all-sufficient, almighty provider who meets our 
needs, answers our questions, and enables us to 
solve our problems.

David Wilkerson explains how materialism has 
become such a substitute for many Christians:

. . . that is the sin of covetousness. It is a damn-
ing sin. A love for the things of this world and 
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lust for more and better material possessions 
has enslaved the hearts of many Christians. 
People can’t seem to get enough and their debt 
is piling up. They think our nation’s prosperity 
will never end. Americans have gone mad with 
acquisitiveness.8

He cites examples of churches which have bla-
tantly “compromised the true gospel of Christ” by 
doing their own thing: “Divorce is rampant in their 
congregations. And many of their young singles lead 
permissive, sexually active lives.”9 

I can personally attest to the truth of this in my 
own church and even my own family—as you prob-
ably can, as well.

A less obvious example of the church doing its 
own thing can be found in the church growth move-
ment. “I’m amazed and perplexed,” says Wilkerson, 

by the scores of ministers, both young and old, 
who run all over the world looking for strate-
gies to produce growth in their churches. Today, 
many preachers attend seminars, conventions 
and “think tanks,” where young ministry profes-
sionals use charts and polls to show them how 
to build larger churches. Other ministers flock 
to “revivals,” hoping to learn new methods of 
how to have the Holy Ghost fall on their con-
gregations.10

However, what is needed are churches with “a 
testimony of intimacy with Christ and a holy walk.” 
In one such church where the focus is on actually 



The Threat of Spiritual Deception 35

living the gospel, “the Spirit of God is moving might-
ily . . . People are flocking to the Lord, getting their 
lives straightened—because they’re hearing a gospel 
with a testimony behind it!”10

A lAck of spiriTuAl fulfillmenT

All such cases of running after substitutes for 
God, His power, and His Word are happening partly 
because the church is failing to provide the spiritual 
fulfillment that people need. As Dave Hunt and T. 
A. McMahon, two other well-known defenders of 
the faith, put it, 

The question is why it should be necessary 
to develop and pursue techniques for making 
Christianity “work” that were unknown to earlier 
generations of victorious Christians and are not 
found in the Bible. It is obvious that there would 
be no takers for these methods unless multitudes 
of Christians were failing to find the joy and 
fulfillment they seek. This can only mean that 
Christianity is deficient and needs outside help, or 
else that biblical Christianity is not being taught 
and lived in many of our churches.11

Because of this failure to provide seekers with 
the reality of a loving, holy God and His power to 
change their lives for the better, many novice Chris-
tians and would-be Christians are turning to New 
Age philosophy because it presents a convincing 
illusion of providing what they are looking for. In 
many cases, their withdrawal from the church has 
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resulted from guilt trips laid on them by misguided 
ministers preaching a gospel which lacks forgiveness 
and genuine caring. 

Where such an extremely negative spirit has 
not driven them away, others in the church are 
finding an absence of positive change in their lives 
that leaves them feeling they are without control, 
empowerment, success, prosperity, happiness, or 
satisfaction—all of which the New Age Movement 
purports to supply.

Often there is also an undefined sense that 
meaningful spirituality is lacking—that they don’t 
really know God, are not getting fed on the Word 
of God, and are therefore being spiritually starved. 
This was my experience, when, as a young seeker, 
I tried “Christianity,” and I, like many today, was 
forced to turn elsewhere to try to find what I was 
seeking—since obviously (it seemed) it could not 
be found in the church.

The growing popularity of a New Age teaching 
based on the book, A Course in Miracles, is a case in 
point. In the 1970s, this book came into the world 
through a channeller (i.e., medium) named Helen 
Schucman, who claimed Jesus was the spirit entity 
who dictated it to her.

This course is described by one of its teachers, a 
young man raised in the Catholic church but driven 
away by the guilt placed on him by the nuns who 
were his teachers:
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The Course in Miracles is about the experience 
of love. We are here to tell you how to be free of 
guilt and practice forgiveness. . . . That Adam and 
Eve ate of the tree of guilt is insane. The God of 
the Old Testament is completely insane. Guilt is 
bred into us, but the Course in Miracles is a radi-
cally new thought system that says everything 
we have been taught was wrong. . . . God didn’t 
make the world, and God didn’t make your body, 
but He can use your body. We are a part of the 
world we made, and we can change that world 
. . . In the new priesthood, we are all ministers. 
Coffee shops are the new confessionals . . . we’re 
all forgiving each other . . . The purpose of the 
Course in Miracles . . . is to know that it is God’s 
will to make you happy.12

Almost all the people who attend the Course in 
Miracles belonged to a church at one time, but they 
became sick of the guilt trip or lack of caring.13 David 
Jeremiah sums up the situation well:

As secularism invades our churches, the sover-
eign God of the Bible has been dethroned and 
replaced by self-directed religion, do-it-yourself 
rituals, and morality based on feelings. The 
people attending A Course in Miracles are like 
many who are spiritually hungry and seeking to 
find the power that only Jesus can [supply] . . . 
when He said, ‘I have come that they may have 
life and that they may have it more abundantly’ 
(John 10:10).14
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DecepTion Among The DevouT

Such deception and drift into false doctrine is not 
limited to extreme cases like that of Jim Jones, who 
established his own cultic version of Christianity, or 
like those who study A Course in Miracles and have 
renounced the church entirely. Those who are more 
mature in the faith may imagine they are immune, 
but no one is “bulletproof” when it comes to de-
ception. In fact, there are many supposedly devout, 
solid Christians who have unknowingly bought into 
various forms of occultism, demonic deception, and 
eastern religion, including unscriptural visions of 
and communications with “angels” (i.e., demons), 
shamanistic visualization, animism, pantheism, and 
reincarnation.

Here are some examples I have personally en-
countered. (These and other persons from my 
personal experience are real, but their names are 
fictitious.)

•	 A local pastor, Rev. Smith, was excited by 
his participation in the so-called “Toronto 
Blessing,” which took place at the Vineyard 
Fellowship of Toronto, Canada, from 1994 to 
1996. In these meetings, supposed manifesta-
tions of the Holy Spirit produced extremely 
bizarre behavior and dramatic “spiritual” 
experiences among those attending its “char-
ismatic” services. Rev. Smith shared some of 
these phenomena with our prayer group. He 
said he and others saw angels of light flying 
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about above the heads of the worshippers, 
pouring out the Holy Spirit in sparkling 
streams from large golden jars. When this 
“spirit” substance fell upon the people, they 
burst forth in “holy laughter,” various animal 
sounds (barking, roaring, crowing, etc.), and 
grotesque physical movements (writhing, 
jerking, rolling, bowing, etc.).

 This would certainly have been an impressive 
sight, but, unfortunately, his interpretation 
of it was totally unscriptural. 

 First, the Holy Spirit is not some kind of liq-
uid that can be divided up in jars and poured 
out on people. He is a person. In fact, He is 
God—one of three members of the Trinity.

 Second, the Holy Spirit is not something an-
gels carry around and dispense to believers 
as they see fit. This is getting it backwards. 
The Holy Spirit is God, and God is not used 
by angels. Angels are used by God!

 Third, the purpose of the manifestations 
of the Holy Spirit is not to cause people to 
behave in bizarre ways—no matter how 
“ecstatic” the accompanying sensations may 
be. Rather, it is to strengthen, encourage, 
comfort, and edify the members of the body 
of Christ—the church—for their common 
good. (See 1 Corinthians 12:7; 14:3–4, 36.) 

 So, if this is not what angels do, then who 
were these shining beings who were appar-
ently using the “Holy Spirit” in this exciting 
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way? Obviously, they were masquerading 
demons intent on deceiving those in the 
“Toronto Blessing,” not only about their sup-
posed identity as angels but also about the 
nature and purpose of the Holy Spirit. And 
what was this sparkling liquid they were us-
ing to counterfeit the Holy Spirit? Perhaps it 
was a mass hallucination, but, obviously, it 
was a demonic deception designed to con-
fuse the recipients about the character of the 
Holy Spirit. Rather than a divine person who 
guides, empowers, and ministers to help the 
body of Christ, He was depicted as a kind of 
energy or “force” that can be accessed indis-
criminately for the personal gratification of 
the user.

•	 Rev.	Smith,	at	the	same	prayer meeting, also 
introduced us to a technique for obtaining, as 
he put it, “more of the Father’s love.” He said 
this is what they had been seeking and learn-
ing how to do in the meetings in Toronto. He 
asked us if we would like to receive more of 
the Father’s love. Of course, we said yes. So 
he proceeded to teach us the technique.

 It consisted of visualizing God as a father-
figure and oneself as a child sitting on His 
lap, encircled by His arms, and experiencing 
the love coming from Him. Each of us had a 
different image of this father. Mine was like 
an elderly Charlton Heston; another was 
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more like Santa Claus; a third like a favorite 
grandfather, and so on. Obviously, none of 
them was in reality a true likeness of our 
heavenly Father.

 It was a pleasant, comforting experience. 
But, again, as I realized later when I had 
time to think about it, it was a totally un-
real, unscriptural, and, ultimately, demonic 
activity.

 First, God is not a human being whose im-
age we can conjure up in our minds. He is a 
Spirit (John 4:24) whom no one can see:

No one has ever seen God; but if we love 
one another, God lives in us and his love 
is made complete in us (1 John 4:12).

 Second, as this verse indicates, we do not 
receive God’s love by means of a visualiza-
tion exercise. Rather, it exists in us as a result 
of our loving one another. And we do not 
receive more of His love by mentally climb-
ing into His lap. Rather, again, it grows to 
completion as we love one another.

 Third, we cannot manipulate God by exer-
cising the power of our minds. He is not a 
force or an entity that we can control in this 
or any other way. He is sovereign, and we 
are at His mercy, not vice versa. We are His 
creations—His creatures—totally dependent 
on Him for our very being:
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. . . the Lord God formed the man from 
the dust of the ground and breathed into 
his nostrils the breath of life, and the man 
became a living being (Genesis 2:7).

 Like the potter who holds the clay in his 
hand (Jeremiah 18:6), God can manipu-
late us. Not vice versa! He can make of us 
whatever He wants and use us for whatever 
purposes He desires. And, although we can 
exercise our free will and refuse to cooperate 
in His plan, we cannot change that plan or 
remake ourselves:

But who are you, O man, to talk back 
to God? “Shall what is formed say to 
him who formed it, ‘Why did you make 
me like this?’” Does not the potter have 
the right to make out of the lump of 
clay some pottery for noble purposes 
and some for common use? (Romans 
9:20–21; see also Isaiah 45:9).

 How arrogant—what spiritual pride and 
presumption of god-like power—to imagine 
that we can get from God what we desire by 
manipulating an image of Him that we have 
manufactured in our minds—as though the 
clay could control the potter! No, it is God 
who is sovereign over us, not vice versa!

 Fourth, the kind of visualization that we 
were being taught by this Christian minister 
is an occult technique commonly practiced 
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by witches, witch doctors, sorcerers (or sha-
mans), and others involved in the occult. In 
fact, a basic definition of sorcery is the ma-
nipulation of reality through the power of the 
mind, especially by means of visualization. (I 
knew this but was seduced by his apparent 
sincerity, good intentions, and gentle, benign 
manner, as well as by the prospect of my own 
spiritual benefit.)

 As Hunt and McMahon (hereafter referred 
to as Hunt) put it, “the whole idea of visual-
izing a vivid image in the mind in order to 
produce an effect in the physical world is 
not just missing from the Bible but is pres-
ent in all occult literature as far back as we 
can go (and is in fact one of the most basic 
shamanistic devices).”15 Visualization, then, 
is a basic technique of sorcery, and sorcery 
is explicitly condemned in the Bible, along 
with other occult practices:

Let no one be found among you who sac-
rifices his son or daughter in the fire, who 
practices divination or sorcery, interprets 
omens, engages in witchcraft, or casts 
spells, or who is a medium or spirit-
ist or who consults the dead. Any one 
who does these things is detestable to 
the Lord . . . (Deuteronomy 18:10–12, 
emphasis added).
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 Finally, visualizing God as a father-figure 
is a form of idolatry because it is creating 
an image of God that takes the place of the 
true God and thus serves as a substitute for 
Him. Not only is this idolatry, but it is self-
idolatry—that is, a form of self-deification, 
because it is placing trust in the power of 
one’s own imagination rather than in God. 

 Scripture, of course, is very clear about the 
importance of avoiding idolatry. In fact, God 
considers it so important that He made it the 
subject of the first two of His Ten Command-
ments: (1) “You shall have no other gods 
before me.” And (2) “You shall not make 
yourself an idol in the form of anything in 
heaven above or on the earth beneath or in 
the waters below. You shall not bow down to 
them or worship them . . .” (Exodus 20:3–5). 
(See also Leviticus 26:1; Isaiah 44:9–20; and 
1 Corinthians 10:14.)

 Committing idolatry through visualization 
is a more widespread and critical issue in the 
church than you might think. In fact, I have 
reason to believe from my personal experi-
ence that many Christians routinely visualize 
God or Jesus when they pray. They claim that 
this is necessary as an “aid to more effective 
prayer.” For example, when I taught an adult 
Sunday school lesson on this subject, several 
members of the class raised objections about 
what I was saying, and one woman stopped 
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me afterwards and complained that such 
visualization was essential to her prayer life. 
Without it, she said, she was unable to focus 
on praying and keep her mind from wander-
ing. She added that she knew a number of 
other Christians who felt the same way.

 This is not to say that all visualization is 
wrong. There are many legitimate uses of 
visualization, but the magical manipulation 
of God is certainly not one of them. (This is-
sue is discussed more fully at various points 
in the following pages. See especially chapter 
seventeen.) It may be that there is a scriptur-
ally acceptable form of mental imagery by 
which we can represent God to ourselves. 
But, as Selwyn Hughes shows, the practice 
of idolatry through visualization is one of the 
most crucial issues of Christian living:

[We must see] God as He is, not as we 
would like Him to be. Unless we have an 
understanding of God as He is, not as we 
wish Him to be, then our lives will lack 
spiritual force and power. This is because 
our lives will never rise higher spiritually 
than our vision of God. Among the sins 
which are hateful to God is the sin of 
idolatry, for idolatry, at its heart, is libel 
on His character. Yet consider how many 
of us in the church may be committing 
the sin of idolatry without realizing it. 
The idolatrous heart assumes that God 
is other than he is, and substitutes for 
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the true God one made after its own 
imagining. But a god who is created out 
of the darkness of our hearts is not the 
true God. The greatest affront we can 
give the Almighty is to view Him other 
than He really is. 

God has gone to great lengths in the 
Scriptures to give us a clear picture of 
Himself, but when we continue to hold 
wrong ideas of Him, preferring to see 
Him the way we think He should be 
rather than the way He is, we demean 
Him. If we try to worship the god of our 
own imagining, we then commit idolatry, 
for we are worshipping our idea of Him 
drawn from the darkness of our minds. 
. . . if, in the secret chamber of our soul, 
we have an image of God which differs 
from the one we profess with our lips, 
then it is that core image which will have 
the greatest influence on our lives.16

 Let me give you a few more examples from 
my personal experience of deceptions 
among Christians which contain the seeds 
of apostasy. 

•	 For	several	months,	I	discipled	a	young	man,	
Bill. He had a background in the occult with 
several points in common with my own. Be-
cause of some type of “mystical” experience 
he had had before becoming a Christian, he 
believed that everything in the universe was 
spiritually alive—in other words, that every 
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rock, clod, bush, tree, planet, or star was 
inhabited by an individual spirit and by one 
great universal spirit. 

 This is a form both of animism (the belief 
that spirits inhabit all things) and of panthe-
ism (the belief that God is in everything or 
is everything). Both of these beliefs are basic 
to the religions of many primitive peoples, 
who also believe in witch doctors, evil spir-
its that must be placated, and supernatural 
abilities (or magical powers) which may be 
obtained through the agencies of demons 
(or nature gods).

 Pantheism is also the core belief of Hinduism 
and Buddhism. I explained this to Bill and 
tried on numerous occasions to show him 
from the Bible that such beliefs were not 
compatible with Christianity. But to no avail. 
Bill persisted in his animistic-pantheistic 
beliefs and in trying to reconcile them with 
what he understood of Christianity. He had 
had a “realization,” a “spiritual experience” 
of the reality of what he believed. And no 
amount of scriptural evidence was going to 
dissuade him. In other words, he had set his 
own subjective experience above the Word of 
God as the standard of truth. He had put his 
own personal idea about the nature of God 
above that which is revealed in the Bible.

 Bill was another example of a Christian prac-
ticing a form of idolatry by serving his own 
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false concept of God. I believe he, like Rev. 
Smith, was a sincere, born-again believer. 
How then could they have been so mis-
guided? It was, I believe, because Satan had 
deceived them by manipulating their subjec-
tive perceptions, their personal experiences 
of what appeared to be reality. And so “real” 
were these illusions that they outweighed 
scripture as the basis for truth. 

 In a later chapter, we will discuss in detail 
the specific means by which Satan succeeds 
in his campaign of deception. Suffice it to say 
for now that scripture makes it abundantly 
clear that Satan has the power to deceive 
Christians, even to the degree that he can 
appear to them as an angel of light (2 Corin-
thians 11:14). The Bible also states that such 
deception will lead to apostasy:

The Spirit clearly says that in later times 
some will abandon the faith and follow 
deceiving spirits and things taught 
by demons (1 Timothy 4:1, emphasis 
added).

 So convincing are Satan’s deceptions that 
they can include the truly bizarre, as in the 
case of another Christian friend:

•	 Janet,	like	the	others,	was	deluded	through	a	
personal experience of the “supernatural.” In 
seeking the guidance of the Holy Spirit, Janet 
apparently became fixated on the idea that 
He would speak to her directly by physical 
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means. Somehow, in her imagination, this 
became “angels” giving her the answers she 
was seeking from God. Satan was quick to 
take advantage of this confusion in her mind. 
The eventual result was that this otherwise 
sensible woman firmly believed that her 
houseplants (of which she was very fond) 
were used by angels to speak to her when 
she sought their guidance. 

•	 Then,	there	is	Rita,	who	believes	unquestion-
ingly in reincarnation. Why? Like the others, 
she had a “spiritual experience” which con-
vinced her of its truth. When Rita was a child, 
she had a “vision” of herself in a “previous 
life.” This experience carried such emotional 
impact that she still believes it was absolutely 
true—in spite of the fact that scripture clearly 
teaches the opposite. 

 Both my wife and I have tried, unsuccessfully, 
to explain to her that reincarnation is a belief 
of Hinduism, Buddhism, and New Age phi-
losophy and that it contradicts the Christian 
doctrines of resurrection, judgment, salvation 
by faith, heaven, hell, and grace.

 Reincarnation is the belief that one is auto-
matically reborn into another body (whether 
animal or human) when one dies. Then there 
is a continuing repetition of this cycle until 
one has suffered and learned sufficiently 
from one’s karma (cause and effect) to earn 
righteousness, experience enlightenment, 
and become one with the universe (“the 
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void”). Unfortunately, there appears to be 
little hope offered that any but a very few 
will ever attain to this state of “nirvana.”

 If this belief were true, then there would be no 
possibility for the resurrection of the dead and 
the following scripture would be totally false:

For the Lord himself will come down 
from heaven with a loud command, with 
the voice of the archangel and with the 
trumpet call of God, and the dead in Christ 
will rise first. After that, we who are still 
alive and are left will be caught up to-
gether with them in the clouds to meet 
the Lord in the air. And so we will be 
with the Lord forever (1 Thessalonians 
4:16–17, emphasis added).

 There is no room here for endless cycles 
of rebirth because all the dead in Christ—
meaning all those who have previously died 
in all ages—rise together and then all the liv-
ing in Christ rise together with no possibility 
for additional lives in new bodies with new 
identities. 

 In addition, the Bible says we will each be 
judged for what we have done in the body 
(singular) (2 Corinthians 5:10). This raises 
the question, at what point would the re-
incarnation process be broken in order for 
judgment to take place? As we have seen, 
there is no concept of judgment in the doc-
trine of reincarnation. Consequently, there 
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is no room for heaven or hell. For, if there 
is no judgment, there are no eternal rewards 
or punishments. And there is no need for 
the places where these things would be ex-
perienced. It is, instead, a process of “spiri-
tual evolution” in which, if he is lucky, one 
eventually attains freedom from the wheel of 
death and rebirth. 

 On the contrary, the Bible says, “Just as man 
is destined to die once, and after that to face 
judgment, so Christ was sacrificed once to 
take away the sins of many people . . .” (He-
brews 9:27–28, emphasis added). 

 As this verse states, man dies once. This is not 
followed by rebirth, but by God’s judgment. 

 Also, as this verse shows, reincarnation 
eliminates the need for and the possibility 
of salvation by Christ’s sacrificial death on 
the cross. For, if we can work off our karma 
by being reincarnated time after time, there 
is no need for Christ to take our sins upon 
Himself and pay for them by dying on the 
cross. Likewise, there is no need for God’s 
grace because karma means paying the price 
in this life for past-life sins. 

 Thus, Christ’s death becomes pointless, the 
gospel of Christ becomes meaningless, and 
the whole reason for Christianity is done away 
with. What a stupendous victory for Satan—
all because of a deceptive personal experience 
cleverly orchestrated by the devil! Indeed, 
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so convincing is it, that a Christian such as 
Rita continues to believe in it even though it 
directly contradicts basic biblical doctrines 
and the very gospel of Jesus Christ—all of 
which she professes to believe!

•	 Here	is	a	final	example	of	deception,	this	time	
involving the secret practice of satanism in 
the church, as described to me by Ann. She 
said that satanists frequently pose success-
fully as Christians. Yes, it sounded unbeliev-
able to me, too, when I first heard it. But I 
became convinced it was true partly because 
there is documented evidence of the reality 
of such satanic activity. For example, in her 
book, He Came to Set the Captives Free, Dr. 
Rebecca Brown quotes Elaine, a former witch 
and high priestess in a satanic cult who is 
now a born-again Christian:

These Satanists infest every level of soci-
ety—the poor and the rich. The very well 
educated, the police force, government of-
ficials, business men and women, and even 
some so-called Christian ministers. Most of 
them attend local Christian churches and 
are considered “good citizens” because of 
their involvement in local civic activities. 
This is all done as a cover-up. They lead 
double lives and are expert at it; masters 
of deception.17 

 Even more convincing was the story Ann 
told. She was desperately seeking prayer 
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and counseling about such satanism for her 
son, Jim, her daughter-in-law, Peggy, and her 
daughter-in-law’s family. Here is the story in 
brief, as told to Ann by Peggy. 

 Peggy’s grandfather was a satanist, posing as 
a Christian. He was a highly regarded elder 
in his church. Such infiltration by satanists, 
Ann said, exists in nearly every church in 
the land, although it is almost totally unsus-
pected by Christians in general. The purpose 
of these satanists is to create division and dis-
couragement among Christians and thereby 
weaken the body of Christ. 

 (Judging by the frequency of splits in 
congregations and the large number of 
denominations and factions within de-
nominations, this strategy of Satan has 
been highly successful.)

 Both Peggy and her mother, Helen, were used 
by satanists as “breeders.” That is, they were 
given fertility drugs starting when they were 
seven or eight years old. Then, when they 
were about nine or ten, they were taken to 
a breeding facility and put in a room with a 
“stud,” or male satanist whose function was 
to impregnate such girls. The resulting babies 
would normally be taken before term and the 
fetuses used either for human sacrifices or 
to supply blood to be drunk during satanic 
rituals.
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 In addition to such breeding facilities, sa-
tanists also control certain hospitals, staffed, 
at least partially, with their own doctors.

 When Helen was “bred” in this way, the result 
was female triplets. Labor was induced and 
her babies taken prematurely. Fortunately, 
the attending nurse was a Christian who 
knew what was going on. When the first of 
the triplets was born, it was immediately 
taken away by the attending physician, a 
satanist. The second triplet was born dead 
and the doctor thought there were no other 
babies in Helen’s womb. After he left, Helen 
continued to have contractions and the nurse 
realized there was still another baby to be 
born. She whispered to Helen not to push, 
in order to delay delivery. Then, when it was 
safe, the nurse assisted with the birth of the 
baby—who was Peggy.

 The nurse helped Helen to escape with 
Peggy because she feared the satanists would 
destroy them. Helen and Peggy managed to 
survive, and Helen eventually married and 
had another child.

 When Peggy was nine or ten, she was ab-
ducted by satanists, who probably knew 
her whereabouts all along. She was given 
fertility drugs and bred, as her mother had 
been. She had Siamese twin boys who were 
removed from her womb prematurely. One 
died during the operation to separate them. 
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The other was somehow rescued by Chris-
tians. This baby was raised by Peggy’s sister, 
Polly, the other surviving triplet, who is still 
alive. Polly, likewise, had been rescued as a 
baby and raised by Christians. 

 Polly’s whereabouts remain a secret to this day, 
and Peggy’s only contacts with her are cards 
she receives at Christmas and on birthdays.

 An incredible story, yes. And Ann was un-
derstandably skeptical. However, her doubts 
were removed when she became acquainted 
with Ed, a dedicated Christian active in mis-
sionary work and ministry to the homeless. 
Ed, it turns out, had been involved in the 
occult before his conversion to Christianity 
and had, in fact, been a warlock, the male 
counterpart of a witch.

 When Ann told him Peggy’s story, he veri-
fied that it was an accurate account of how 
satanists operate. He explained that satanists 
are able to function clandestinely in this way 
because they have their own underground 
society. They are able to do this, he said, 
by being born and raised outside of normal 
society, with no documentation of their 
existence, such as birth certificates, driver’s 
licenses, social security numbers, public 
school records, etc. Ed also recommended 
to her the book, He Came to Set the Captives 
Free, as an accurate account of such satanic 
activity and infiltration.
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These stories illustrate just a few of the ways the 
devil deceives many in the church in his effort to 
confuse and discourage us and lure us away from 
the faith. They all involve apostasy in some form. 
In some ways, they all reject the hope we have in 
Jesus Christ. In each, there is the temptation to be-
lieve that we can handle the situation and solve the 
problems ourselves; that God, the Bible, the church, 
and prayer are not sufficient; that, on the contrary, 
spiritual additives or substitutes are necessary.

A reAl AnD presenT DAnger

The apostle Paul predicted this drift into error 
and deception. He said it would lead to a “falling 
away”—a great apostasy, or abandoning of the 
faith—in the church prior to Jesus’ second coming 
(2 Thessalonians 2:1–3 (kjv)). 

Jesus Himself spoke of this in Matthew 24, where 
it says His disciples came to him privately and asked, 
“. . . what will be the sign of your coming and the 
end of the age?” Jesus answered, “Watch out that 
no one deceives you. For many will come in my 
name, claiming, ‘I am the Christ,’ and will deceive 
many.” At that time, He said, there will be reports of 
wars with nation rising against nation. Famines and 
earthquakes, He said, will happen in various places. 
Christians will be persecuted and put to death and 
hated by all nations.
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At that time many will turn away from the faith 
and will betray and hate each other, and many 
false prophets will appear and deceive many 
people. . . . At that time, if anyone says to you, 
‘Look, here is the Christ!’ or, ‘There he is!’ do not 
believe it. For false Christs and false prophets will 
appear and perform great signs and miracles to 
deceive even the elect—if that were possible. See, 
I have told you ahead of time (Matthew 24:3–27, 
emphasis added). 

As these verses indicate, it will be a time of spiri-
tual deception, frequent wars, economic upheaval, 
natural disasters, and persecution, betrayal and 
hatred of Christians—in other words, the world as 
it is today. This, I believe, is the age of the great end 
times apostasy predicted in many scriptures in ad-
dition to those quoted above (e.g., 1 Timothy 4:1–8; 
2 Timothy 4:3–4; 2 Peter 3:17). 

This apostasy has already begun and is in fact 
well under way. All of these conditions are presently 
being fulfilled. Christians are being persecuted and 
even executed in China, Africa, the Middle East, 
and elsewhere. Natural disasters are increasing in 
frequency and intensity. Earthquakes, especially, 
are much more common today than in previous 
periods of history, having increased exponentially 
in frequency within the past one hundred years. 
Economies of third world countries are in chaos, 
wars and reports of wars have become more and 
more frequent throughout the world. 
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In addition, spiritual deception has been on the 
rise for a number of years with widespread activity in 
cults, witchcraft, satanism, the occult, and manifold 
expressions of New Age philosophy, many of which 
have infiltrated the church in subtle and appealing 
ways. These strategies of Satan are often successful 
in luring Christians away from their faith. Unbiblical 
teachings are replacing sound doctrine for many im-
mature and poorly trained Christians, and reliance 
on humanistic and occult ideas and practices for 
the solution to life’s problems is replacing reliance 
on the Bible and on the Father, the Son, and the 
Holy Spirit. 

One of the major strategies of the enemy in all 
this is to convince Christians that the New Age 
Movement is really no threat and that Satan himself 
doesn’t really have any power to deceive or destroy 
the church. In fact, this tendency to underestimate 
the enemy and his New Age campaign is a common 
attitude among many Christians, including even 
scholars and researchers in these areas. Douglas 
Groothius, for example, minimizes the possibility 
of a New Age conspiracy, saying he doubts that it 
exists at all.18 While he acknowledges Satan’s influ-
ence on nonbelievers, he believes that Satan has little 
or no influence on believers, supporting his view 
by referring to the following scriptures taken out 
of context and without regard to related scriptures 
which contradict this view:
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Christ, not Satan, has been given all authority 
in heaven and on earth (Matthew 28:18–20; 
Colossians 1:15–20); God owns the earth (Psalm 
24:1–2); and Christ has destroyed the works of 
the devil (1 John 3:8).19 

However, Matthew 28:18–20 is about Jesus 
conferring the great commission on His disciples 
and announcing His authority to do so. It is not 
about the idea that Satan has little or no power 
over Christians or the world in general. Colossians 
1:15–20 is about Jesus’ Godhood and His identity 
as Creator, Sustainer, and Savior, not about Satan’s 
lack of power. The purpose of Psalm 24:1–2, also, 
is to proclaim the Lord’s identity (according to the 
niv Study Bible) as

. . . The Creator, Sustainer and possessor of the 
whole world, and therefore worthy of worship and 
reverent loyalty as “the King of glory” . . . .20

These verses have nothing to do with limitations 
on Satan’s power over Christians or anyone else.

First John 3:8 does not say that “Christ has de-
stroyed the works of the devil” but that the reason 
He came “was to destroy the devil’s work”(emphasis 
added). That is, to free us from sin and its effects 
and to protect us from the devil’s deceptions (verses 
6–9). In other words, the verse says that, through 
Christ, we overcome the devil’s power, not that he 
has no power.
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On the contrary, Peter warns Christians that “the 
devil prowls around like a roaring lion looking for 
someone to devour” and that we must resist him 
by “standing firm in the faith” (1 Peter 5:8–9). And 
Paul (who was tormented by a “messenger of Sa-
tan” (2 Corinthians 12:7)) cautions Christians that 
“Satan himself masquerades as an angel of light” (2 
Corinthians 11:14).

There are, of course, many other scriptures 
which speak of the power of Satan or his demons. 
Many of these verses warn Christians to guard them-
selves against his power (for example, Acts 10:38; 
Ephesians 4:27; 2 Thessalonians 2:9–11; 2 Timothy 
2:26). Many such scriptures will be discussed in the 
following pages.

In The New Age Cult, Walter Martin has provided 
abundant documentation that a New Age conspiracy 
does exist, that it threatens Christianity, and that 
it is being directed by Satan. Martin sounds this 
warning:

In dealing with the New Age Cult, we are in reality 
dealing with spiritual warfare against the forces of 
darkness, and we are told by God to put on the 
whole armor of heaven so that we will be able to 
withstand the forces of Satan (Ephesians 6:11).21 

Indeed, Satan’s New Age strategies to destroy 
the church pose a real and present danger! And 
we shall examine these strategies in many different 
contexts as we proceed. (The New Age conspiracy 
is described in detail in chapter eight.)
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In view of these facts, then, it is clear that all 
of the conditions Jesus said would exist before His 
return are being fulfilled before our eyes. And Satan 
is busy within the church promoting a great falling 
away from the faith. For example, thousands of 
Christians have been leaving mainline Protestant 
churches. Since the early 1900s, their numbers have 
declined drastically. In 1920, such denominations 
as the Presbyterian, Episcopal, Methodist, and Lu-
theran made up 76 percent of Protestant America. 
By the mid-1980s, they were down to 50 percent, 
and in the 1990s, these denominations were still 
experiencing declines.22

Some have turned to more conservative evangeli-
cal or charismatic churches where they find funda-
mental Bible truths taught and practiced. But many 
others have left the church entirely to follow New 
Age teachings, or, perhaps worse, have remained in 
the church while adopting New Age attitudes and 
practices which directly contradict scripture or are 
subtle substitutes for it.

This fact is a direct fulfillment of 1 Timothy 4:1, 
which says, “The Spirit clearly says that in later times 
some will abandon the faith and follow deceiving 
spirits and things taught by demons.” How this is hap-
pening and what forms it is taking will be discussed 
in detail in later chapters.

But first, we must look at the various types of 
temptations which call for spiritual additives or substi-
tutes. These are discussed in detail in Part I (chapters 
one through five). They are the primary seeds of 
apostasy.


