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Introduction

There are many different forms of worshiping God. In this 
book, worship will refer to our weekly congregational 
church services and the songs we sing. In this context, 

worship is our vocal expression of love, adoration, honor, devotion, 
thankfulness, and attachment to God. Worshiping God in song is 
simple, yet powerful. It is life-changing and will continue past our 
time here on earth and on into eternity. It is one thing we take with 
us to heaven. 

God created us with a physical body to live in a visible, tangible 
world and to have a firm belief in the existence of soul and spirit. 
Even though our soul and spirit are not visible here on earth, we 
are to prioritize the spiritual aspects of our life, as Jesus did and as 
the Bible instructs.

From the time we are born until we die of old age, we live 
lives of constant change on this earth. Because of our willingness 
to constantly adjust to the physical and material changes in life 
year after year, we must be careful not to accept the changes that 
are being made in outward Christianity that are not in accord with 
the Bible. 

We should not allow spiritual changes in our walk with the 
Lord that He never intended for us to experience. To do so can be 
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the result of our rational and logical thinking that we often use to 
help us adjust and accept all the material aspects of the constant 
changes in life. God does not change nor ever need to change, 
and the Bible will never change. We are to accept the guidance of 
the Bible and never allow logic, rational thinking, fears, doubts, 
personal fleshly desires, or the influence of a constantly changing 
world to control our spiritual journey with God.

Performance and entertainment are great goals for many 
musicians. However, in order to properly lead and guide a 
congregation in worshiping God in singing, those goals need to 
be understood and changed. Leading is not entertaining. Jesus did 
not entertain; instead, He loved us by instructing, leading, guiding, 
and teaching, and by setting the perfect example for all of us. While 
doing the perfect will of God, Jesus’s goals allowed Himself to be 
humiliated, tortured, and killed. Then He rose up from the grave 
to save us all and inspire us to give up our own rights and desires 
when needed, so that we can also please God. 

Worship is important. In the book of Colossians, Paul describes 
it as key and essential in the life of a Christian:

Let the word of Christ
richly dwell within you, with all wisdom teaching and admonishing 

one another with psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, 
singing with thankfulness in your hearts to God. 

Whatever you do in word or deed, 
do all in the name of the Lord Jesus, 

giving thanks through Him 
to God the Father.
Colossians 3:16-17

=   <
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Famous Songs of Praise, 
Thanks, Love, and Faith 

In the Bible, we see how important worship and singing are to 
the believers in God, both Jews and Gentiles. 
Exodus 15:1-21: Moses’s song of victory and praise after God 

led Israel out of Egypt and saved them by parting the Red Sea. 
Miriam and the women went out with timbrels singing his song!

Numbers 21:17: Israel’s song of praise to God for giving them 
water in the wilderness.

Deuteronomy 32:1-43: Moses’s song of Israel’s history with 
thanksgiving and praise as the Hebrews were about to enter the 
Promised Land.

Judges 5:2-31: Deborah and Barak’s song of praise, thanking 
God for Israel’s victory over King Jabin’s army at Mount Tabor.

2 Samuel 22:50: David’s song of thanks and praise to God for 
rescuing him from Saul and his other enemies.

Song of Solomon: Solomon’s love song celebrating the union 
of husband and wife, and of God and mankind.

Isaiah 26:1: Isaiah’s prophetic song about how the redeemed 
will sing in the New Jerusalem. 

Ezra 3:11: Israel’s song of praise at the completion of the 
temple’s foundation.
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Luke 1:46-55: Mary’s song of praise to God for the conception 
of Jesus.

Luke 1:68-79: Zacharias’s song of praise for the promise of a 
son.

Acts 16:25: Paul and Silas sang hymns in prison.
Revelation 5:9-10: The “new song” of the twenty-four elders 

acclaiming Christ as worthy to break the seven seals of God’s scroll.
Revelation 14:3: The song of the 144,000 redeemed from the 

earth.
Revelation 15:3-4: The song of all the redeemed in praise of 

the Lord who redeemed them.

Jesus existed before the earth was created. Jesus is called the 
Living Word in the Bible. Jesus is God in human form. The Bible 
is Jesus in written form (John 1:1 and 1:14). Therefore, obeying 
the Bible is the same as following Jesus Christ. When we don’t 
follow the Bible, we are not following Jesus. Father God, Jesus, 
and the Holy Spirit are one and the same. Jesus Christ is the same 
yesterday, today, and forever. He is perfect, complete, and has no 
need to ever change. We are the ones who need to change from 
time to time for God’s purposes. If we want to grow in the Lord, we 
have to follow the Bible and not follow misleading philosophies, 
human reasoning, rational thinking, or logical thoughts, whether 
old or new. These things are part of the traditions of men and the 
deceptions of Satan and his driven demons to detour us from the 
simplicity of Jesus and Scripture. These things will never please 
God.
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Who, When, Why, and How 
to Worship by Singing

The Bible teaches us how to sing, worship, pray, and give 
thanks to God. It tells us all we need to know about 
worship and why we must worship God with singing. If 

song was not the most important aspect of worship, it would not 
be in the Bible so many times (see below).

Psalm 5:11: But let all who take refuge in You be glad, let them 
ever sing for joy; and may You shelter them, that those who love 
Your name may exult in You.

Psalm 9:1-2: I will give thanks to the Lord with all my heart; I 
will tell of all Your wonders. I will be glad and exult in You; I will 
sing praise to Your name, O Most High.

Psalm 9:11: Sing praises to the Lord, who dwells in Zion; 
declare among the peoples His deeds.

Psalm 30:12: That my soul may sing praise to You and not be 
silent. O Lord my God, I will give thanks to You forever.

Psalm 33:1-3: Sing for joy in the Lord, O you righteous ones; 
praise is becoming to the upright. Give thanks to the Lord with the 
lyre; sing praises to Him with a harp of ten strings. Sing to Him a 
new song; play skillfully with a shout of joy.

Psalm 34:1-2: I will bless the Lord at all times; His praise shall 
continually be in my mouth. 
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My soul will make its boast in the Lord; the humble will hear 
it and rejoice.

Psalm 47:6-7: Sing praises to God, sing praises; sing praises 
to our King, sing praises. For God is the King of all the earth; sing 
praises with a skillful psalm.

Psalm 51:14-15: Deliver me from bloodguiltiness, O God, the 
God of my salvation; then my tongue will joyfully sing of Your 
righteousness. O Lord, open my lips, that my mouth may declare 
Your praise.

Psalm 57:7-9: My heart is steadfast, O God, my heart is 
steadfast; I will sing, yes, I will sing praises! Awake, my glory! 
Awake, harp and lyre! I will awaken the dawn. I will give thanks to 
You, O Lord, among the peoples; I will sing praises to You among 
the nations.

Psalm 63:3-5: Because Your lovingkindness is better than life, 
my lips will praise You. So I will bless You as long as I live; I will lift 
up my hands in Your name. My soul is satisfied as with marrow and 
fatness, and my mouth offers praises with joyful lips.

Psalm 66:1-2: Shout joyfully to God, all the earth; sing the 
glory of His name.

Psalm 66:4: All the earth will worship You, and will sing praises 
to You; they will sing praises to Your name.

Psalm 67:4: Let the nations be glad and sing for joy.
Psalm 68:4: Sing to God, sing praises to His name.
Psalm 69:30: I will praise the name of God with song and 

magnify Him with thanksgiving.
Psalm 71:22-24: I will also praise You with a harp, even Your 

truth, O my God; to You I will sing praises with the lyre, O Holy 
One of Israel. My lips will shout for joy when I sing praises to You; 
and my soul, which You have redeemed. My tongue also will utter 
Your righteousness all day long; for they are ashamed, for they are 
humiliated who seek my hurt.

Psalm 75:9: But as for me, I will declare it forever; I will sing 
praises to the God of Jacob.
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Psalm 81:1: Sing for joy to God our strength.
Psalm 84:2: My soul longed and even yearned for the courts 

of the Lord; my heart and my flesh sing for joy to the living God.
Psalm 87:7: Then those who sing as well as those who play the 

flutes shall say, “All my springs of joy are in you.”
Psalm 89:1: I will sing of the lovingkindness of the Lord 

forever; to all generations I will make known Your faithfulness with 
my mouth.

Psalm 90:14: O satisfy us in the morning with Your 
lovingkindness, that we may sing for joy and be glad all our days.

Psalm 92:1: It is good to give thanks to the Lord and to sing 
praises to Your name, O Most High.

Psalm 95:1-2: O come, let us sing for joy to the Lord, let us 
shout joyfully to the rock of our salvation. Let us come before 
His presence with thanksgiving, let us shout joyfully to Him with 
psalms.

Psalm 96:1-2: Sing to the Lord a new song; sing to the Lord, 
all the earth. Sing to the Lord, bless His name; proclaim good 
tidings of His salvation from day to day.

Psalm 98:1-6: O sing to the Lord a new song, for He has done 
wonderful things, His right hand and His holy arm have gained 
the victory for Him. The Lord has made known His salvation; He 
has revealed His righteousness in the sight of the nations. He has 
remembered His lovingkindness and His faithfulness to the house 
of Israel; all the ends of the earth have seen the salvation of our 
God. Shout joyfully to the Lord, all the earth; break forth and sing 
for joy and sing praises. Sing praises to the Lord with the lyre, with 
the lyre and the sound of melody. With trumpets and the sound of 
the horn shout joyfully before the King, the Lord.

Psalm 100:1-2: Shout joyfully to the Lord, all the earth. Serve 
the Lord with gladness; come before Him with joyful singing. 

Psalm 101:1: I will sing of lovingkindness and justice, to You, 
O Lord, I will sing praises.
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Psalm 104:33: I will sing to the Lord as long as I live; I will 
sing praise to my God while I have my being.

Psalm 105:2: Sing to Him, sing praises to Him. Speak of all 
His wonders. 

Psalm 107:22: Let them also offer sacrifices of thanksgiving, 
and tell of His works with joyful singing.

Psalm 108:3: I will give thanks to You, O Lord, among the 
peoples, and I will sing praises to You among the nations.

Psalm 135:3: Praise the Lord, for the Lord is good; sing praises 
to His name, for it is lovely.

Psalm 138:1: I will give You thanks with all my heart; I will 
sing praises to You before the gods.

Psalm 138:4-5: All the kings of the earth will give thanks to 
You, O Lord, when they have heard the words of Your mouth. And 
they will sing of the ways of the Lord, for great is the glory of the 
Lord.

Psalm 144:9: I will sing a new song to You, O God; upon a 
harp of ten strings I will sing praises to You.

Psalm 146:2: I will praise the Lord while I live; I will sing 
praises to my God while I have my being.

Psalm 147:1: Praise the Lord! For it is good to sing praises to 
our God; for it is pleasant and praise is becoming.

Psalm 147:7: Sing to the Lord with thanksgiving; sing praises 
to our God on the lyre.

Psalm 149:1: Praise the Lord! Sing to the Lord a new song.
Psalm 149:5-6: Let the godly ones exult in glory; let them sing 

for joy on their beds. Let the high praises of God be in their mouth, 
and a two-edged sword in their hand.

Ephesians 5:18-19: And do not get drunk with wine, for that 
is dissipation, but be filled with the Spirit, speaking to one another 
in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing and making 
melody with your heart to the Lord.

James 5:13: Is anyone among you suffering? Then he must 
pray. Is anyone cheerful? He is to sing praises.



To n y  R i n e l l a

15

Throughout the ages, the book of Psalms, the largest book in 
the Bible, has retained its original purpose, which is to engender 
the proper praise and worship of God. The Psalms have titles 
that convey various kinds of information, such as authorship, 
dedication, historical occasion, liturgical assignment to a worship 
leader, liturgical instructions, what kind of song it is, whether it is 
to have musical accompaniment, and what tune to use, in addition 
to other instructions regarding the use of the song. The Psalms 
present a broad array of theology, practically couched for our daily 
living on this difficult planet. No other book in the Bible tells us to 
sing as much as the book of Psalms does.
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God’s Plan for Worship 
Started Early

Have you ever wondered what God was thinking when 
He created us? Each one of us had existed long before 
creation in the mind and ponderings of God. In those 

ponderings, He decided that it was vital for us to worship Him 
in song, with all our strength, for all our life. He designed us with 
lungs not only to breathe, but to pray, sing, and express loud praise 
to Him. Look at what Psalm 139 says about His secretive inner-
womb creation and the skillful design for each of us:

For You formed my inward parts; You wove me in my mother’s 
womb. I will give thanks to You, for I am fearfully and wonderfully 
made; wonderful are Your works, and my soul knows it very well. 
My frame was not hidden from You, when I was made in secret, 
and skillfully wrought in the depths of the earth; Your eyes have 
seen my unformed substance; and in Your book were all written 
the days that were ordained for me, when as yet there was not one 
of them. (Ps. 139:13-16)

The term “skillfully wrought” indicates that every one of us is 
beautiful and unique in our own way. God designed us so we can 
be connected to Him (and each other) through prayer, His love, 
reading the Bible, and worship. He skillfully designed us so that 
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singing, either natural fun songs or spiritual worship songs, would 
have a major impact on our lives.

We only need to trust God’s design and plan for our constantly 
maturing and never-ending relationship with Him. He desires us 
to have faith in Him and in His ways. Doing so affects everything 
we do. Faith is the key to open the door to God’s plan for your 
life. He has put you in your church at this time of your life for His 
purposes and goals. You fulfill those purposes by walking in faith, 
guided by Scripture and trusting in Him and in His ways only. 
Praying and singing worship songs are an important part of this. 
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Natural Singing

Singing has been a wonderful part of most people’s lives 
worldwide, regardless of age, gender, culture, or ethnicity. 
Science has found that singing is both simple and complex. 

It is a process that can have a positive effect on our brain, and it 
can produce satisfying and therapeutic sensations. When people 
sing songs together, a certain kind of unity is established among 
them. Singing helps people focus on accomplishing a difficult goal 
together, regardless of their differences. 

Singing together can refresh a group of people who are 
under pressure and going through tough circumstances. Singing 
can improve the process of learning. Singing in a group makes 
community and interpersonal connections. When we are singing, 
it is hard to focus on other things; it’s all-consuming, in a good 
way! Even in the military, songs are used in training to enhance 
unity and performance.

Singing is also a powerful way to help us memorize. Children 
singing the “ABC Song” can memorize the alphabet quickly. 
When a group of people sing together, they are encouraged to 
continue enjoying their relationship long after the singing is over. 
Depending on the words, singing can either bless or curse. It can 
intimidate, blaspheme, and be vile; it can also encourage, instruct, 
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guide, educate, bless, inspire, or soothe. Singing can lower stress 
and relieve anxiety. Singing can also pull us out of ourselves and 
coordinate our actions with others, helping us rally together.


